PREPARATION FOR FINAL PROJECT
In 2-3 pages, fill-in the Template below to create a written proposal for what you think you may research for your Final Paper/Project. 

TEMPLATE
a) Thesis 

b)   Statement of the Problem and Research Question(s):
Decode the subject of your thesis.  What exactly are you investigating?  What is the concern/problem at hand?  Why is it a concern?  Propound/expound this in a very clear, concise statement and/or set of questions.        
  
c)  Background to the Problem:  
What is the larger conceptual picture?  Relate your work to a larger context in order to
 locate it within a given reality and experience(s).  In other words, situate it within historical, cultural and socio-econo-political reality/realities that inform/shape it.

d)  Intention/Objective(s):
State what your thesis/project intends to achieve as clearly and as sharply as possible.  Avoid having a long list of objectives as this could lead to a lack of focus and take the work into too many directions.  
   
e)  Justification:  What is the significance of your project?  


*At a later date this template will include a Bibliography and an Outline. 


*********

Some Tips
Myth Explosion 
An unfortunate myth exists that in the humanities a formal research proposal, methodology and theoretical models, etc. are not needed, but this is not the case.  Scholarship in the humanities requires just as much rigor, organization and methodological conceptualization as in any other field.  
…A proposal helps one to think through issues and to organize information in a coherent manner.  It gives your work direction.  A thesis proposal is, therefore, highly recommended as a starting point in structuring and compiling a thesis.  Properly conceived, the proposal can, conveniently, serve as your thesis introductory draft chapter to which you can then add, or subtract from. (Emeritus AAS Professor Micere Githae Mugo)
Keep it simple.
Research what you are interested in, and/or what you are professionally training for. 
Link your work to a time period; and perhaps a place, i.e., Southside Syracuse, Atlanta, etc.
Think about a question that you would be interested in using your project to answer. 
These are the areas that you expressed interest in during the Introduction course. If your work is contemporary, look ahead at the course readings: 
· Art
· Communications/Media
· Economics
· Education
· Gender
· Law
· Political expression
· Science
· Sexuality
· Sports
· Urban Studies
· Etc…
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